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Energizing Education staff 

has been hard at work all 

summer gearing up for 

another year in our seven 

elementary schools.  We will 

be continuing the program in 

Michigan Center’s Arnold 

Elementary, Northwest’s 

Early Elementary School, 

Grass Lake’s George Long 

Elementary, and Jackson 

Public School’s Bennett 

Elementary, Cascades 

Elementary, Frost 

Elementary, and McCulloch 

Academy.  We are excited to 

spend another year working 

with the great teachers, 

principals, superintendents, 

and Site Coordinators that 

make our jobs so enjoyable 

each and every day. Like 

every new school year, we 

need mentors! All information 

about becoming a mentor is 

available on our website and 

we promise it’s easy to get 

signed up. Families can 

expect to see us in October 

for our “Catch the Reading 

Bug” Family Night. Dinner, 

fun activities, and a free book 

for every child will be 

provided. We’re looking 

forward to seeing you all this 

school year!    

It’s that time of the year again 
when we see school buses on 
our morning commutes, 
hallways are full of chatter, 
and classrooms are full. That’s 
because we’re back to school! 
Although summer vacation 
may be over, luckily we still 
have the summer weather to 
enjoy. School has only been in 
session for a few days, but 
Energizing Education is 
excited to get the year rolling. 
We’ve spent the summer 
making plans for Family 
Nights and getting books and 
supplies ready for our Literacy 
Lounges at each school. Last 
year was a very rewarding 
year and we’re excited to 
bring even more fun and 
learning to students and their 
families.  
 
Our Literacy Lounge won’t 
officially open for at least 
another month but we’re all 
eager to see mentors and 
students reading together and 

building relationships each 
week. Success in the Literacy 
Lounge was hard to miss this 
past year. Students succeeded 
every day when they finished 
books that seemed difficult the 
first time they opened them, or 
when they were able to get 
through sight words with ease. 
Students that were in the 
program last year were reading 
anywhere from just a little 
below grade level to well below 
grade level. Their hard work 
each week propelled them into 
a year filled with achievements. 
When you look at the data from 
this past school year, 46.71% of 
students that were in 
Energizing Education were 
reading at or above grade level 
by the end of the school year. 
These students improved an 
average of 5.07 reading levels. 
This is great news and we are 
very proud of their hard work!  
 
The only way Energizing 
Education can continue to 
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reach as many students as 
possible through in-school 
mentoring is by having 
volunteers from the 
community as mentors. 
Every year we are in 
complete awe of the time 
and dedication mentors 
provide and the positive 
response students seem to 
have with their mentors. If 
you have thought about 
mentoring for even a brief 
second, hesitate no more 
and give us a call to sign up 
this school year. You may 
think 30 minutes twice a 
week isn’t a big deal, but we 
can assure you, it makes a 
difference, and YOU make a 
difference. Every book read, 
every conversation about 
those books, and every 
sentence written in journals 
helps students become 
strong and independent 
readers. We can’t wait to 
start mentoring and we hope 
you’ll join us!  

http://frost.jpsk12.org/


You name it, Jackson District 

Library has it!  The library is not 

just books – there are movies, 

music, video games and magazines 

available to check out from your 

local branch.  The library also has 

e-books, e-audio books,  

e-magazines, downloadable music 

and streaming music, movies and TV shows. Games for systems 

including Wii, Wii U, Xbox One, Xbox 360, and PlayStation 3 

& 4 are available.  Check with your local branch or the library 

website, www.myjdl.com, for titles and availability.  Hope to 

see you soon at one of our branches!  

MENTOR TRAINING UPDATE: 
We are still working to get mentor trainings scheduled and on the calendar. If you 
interested in receiving more information about being a mentor this Fall, contact 
our Recruitment Coordinator, Charlie at energizingeducation@uwjackson.org for 

more information or visit www.energizingeducationjackson.org!  

 

Find out more! 
http://energizingeducationjackson.org 

or 
Energizing Education on Facebook 

 
For volunteer information:  

Contact Charlie Miller 
energizingeducation@uwjackson.org 

 
To Donate: 

Contact Lois Dunning at  
ldunning@uwjackson.org 

One way you can stay informed and help 

Energizing Education increase awareness of what 
we’re doing is by following us on social media. You 

can check us out on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram!  

Literacy Tip of the Month 

Start the school year off right 
Have daily routines to help with easing 
kids out of a summer mindset and into 

school mode. Have schedules of when 
homework is to be completed, daily 

reading, or extra-curricular activities like 

sports or clubs.    
 

Also, make sure your child is getting 
enough sleep at night so it’s easier to 

wake up, and they go to school ready to 
learn.  

Thank you Consumer's Energy for 

the Volunteer Investment Program 

(VIP) grant! We are thankful for all 

the Consumer's volunteers for their 

dedication to EE. You have all truly 

made a difference for EE students!  

This month Energizing Education 

joined United Way of Jackson County 
staff for a Day of Caring in the 

community. We spent the morning at 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 

cleaning and organizing.  We had a 

great time, the staff was very friendly, 
and we were glad to give back to the 

community.  

EE in the Community  

http://energizingeducationjackson.org
http://www.facebook.com/energizingeducationjackson?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://twitter.com/EnergizingEduC:/Users/eworthey/Documents/Communication%20Documents
https://instagram.com/energizingeducation/

