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In just a couple weeks school will be 

out for the summer and Energizing 

Education could not be more pleased 

with how this school year went. We 

are overjoyed with the support and 

positive comments we have received 

all year long. Energizing Education 

expanded into two new schools this 

year, making it possible for us to 

reach many more students and their 

families. This year students read 

more than 106,000 minutes (that’s 

over 1,700 hours)! The commitment 

mentors provided this year helped 

students gain the confidence to read 

books they never thought they could 

read and pushed many students to 

be on track for reading at grade level 

by the fourth grade.  As great as the 

school days were that we spent on in

-school mentoring, the evenings we 

held Family Involvement Nights were 

a big success too. Overall, 30 fun 

themed nights such as Back to 

School BBQ, Superhero Night, Read 

around the World Night, Holiday 

Night, Family Game Night, and 

Chocolate Night were held at our 

schools. We saw over 7,000 people 

this year, and on a single night, a 

crowd of as many as 500 people. 

Many thanks go to the mentors, 

school teachers and administrators, 

students, and all the families on 

helping to make this a memorable 

year for Energizing Education. If you 

were a part of EE in any way this 

year and you enjoyed your 

experience, please share your story 

with your friends, families, and 

coworkers. Join us next year at 

Bennett, Cascades, McCulloch, or 

Frost in JPS; Arnold in Michigan 

Center; George Long in Grass Lake; 

or Northwest’s Early Elementary 

School.   

Another month has gone by 
and with the nice weather 
we’ve been having, we’re 
starting to feel just how 
close to summer we really 
are. Energizing Education 
spent the month of May 
wrapping up mentoring at 
each school and saying 
goodbye to our mentors 
and students. Energizing 
Education operated in 
seven elementary schools 
this school year and saw 
168 students go through 
the program. Although our 
Literacy Lounge doors are 
closed for the remainder of 
this school year, we’re glad 
to have opened them up to 
both familiar and new faces 
and to have seen so many 
great things happen every 
single week.  We were 
fortunate to have 140 
mentors devoting 30 

Kriss’ 

Korner! 

 

 

Name: Nancy Riley 
Business: CP Federal Credit Union 

Why did you decide to become a mentor? I enjoy working 
with kids and love to read myself, so the combination of the two 

helped with my decision to volunteer. 
What do you like about mentoring with your student? 

Seeing him (Darius) go up in levels and his excitement in reading 
his books, using the magnetic board and playing his games. 

Favorite childhood book: Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys 
Favorite book now: Bible 

Mentor Spotlight 

minutes of their time twice a 
week with their students. The 
time mentors shared with 
their students was spent 
working on things such as 
comprehension, fluency, word 
work, and helping students 
discover their favorite books 
and their love for reading. The 
relationships they formed 
were equally as wonderful to 
watch as the educational 
growth.  Each day students 
and mentors talked about 
their weekends, hobbies, 
school, and many other fun 
things while they worked on 
reading.  
 
To celebrate our wonderful 
mentors who made this year 
possible and all the 
achievements of our students 
we had a Mentor Breakfast to 
allow everyone to come 
together a final time before 

the year ends. Energizing 
Education staff, students, 
mentors, Principal Brock, and 
Site Coordinator Mary Ellen 
enjoyed a light breakfast 
while everyone talked, 
laughed, took fun photos. 
Both mentors and students 
received certificates of 
completion from the program 
and small gifts. Energizing 
Education appreciates the 
friendliness and support we 
were shown from everyone at 
Bennett each time we entered 
the building this school year. 
Day in and day out we love 
what we do because we get to 
do it with such great people. 
We’re ending this year on a 
great note and will be 
anxiously awaiting to get back 
in the schools. Thank you 
again to everyone for your 
efforts on making this a great 
school year! 

http://bennett.jpsk12.org/


Contact Charlie at energizingeducation@uwjackson.org to sign up  

 

Find out more! 
http://energizingeducationjackson.org 

or 
Energizing Education on Facebook 

 
For volunteer information:  

Contact Charlie Miller 
energizingeducation@uwjackson.org 

 
To Donate: 

Contact Kriss Giannetti at  
kgiannetti@uwjackson.org 

ñOn your mark, get set, READ!ò - 

Summer is just around the corner and 

Jackson District Library is planning 

on lots of fun at all 13 of our 

branches.  Summer Reading starts 

with a district-wide kickoff on 

Saturday, June 11th at the Carnegie 

Library.  Join us from 10:30 a.m.-2 

p.m. for a 1-mile family walk, a 

Ronald McDonald magic show, live music from Gemini, and snacks. 

Sign up for the summer reading program and receive a free book.  We 

will have magic, mystery, animal shows, and much more at all of our 

branches this summer.  Stop by any of our locations to grab a summer 

reading guide and plan on a great summer of programs and reading.  

You can also check out www.myjdl.com for more information. 

June Mentor Training Calendar                                                                                   
Date Time Type Location 

June 8 9:00-11:00 am EE Mentor United Way, Conference Room A/B 

June 14 2:00-4:00 pm EE Mentor United Way, Conference Room D 

Literacy Tip of the Month 

Set an Example. 
One way that children become 
interested in reading is seeing 
their parents read. Try to find 
time to make reading a priority 
for everyone at home so that 

your children will be inspired to 
read.  

2016 MENTOR BREAKFAST 

Congratulations on a great year! To see 

more pictures of our celebration, click 

here ! 

http://energizingeducationjackson.org
http://www.myjdl.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1881396522087337.1073741842.1589702901256702&type=3

